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Chapter Twelve

MASSENA'S RETREAT-UPS
AND DOWNS

Duties were his, and he did them.   Events were not
his, and to the Great Disposer of all he left them*
*                                                      MOYLE SHERER.

ON March 5th the French broke up from their position
before Santarem, and Massena commenced his retreat
as Lord Wellington had foretold.
Days of strenuous action followed, for the British * view
halloa' had sounded, and the British hounds in foil cry were
following the wily fox. The scent was good and they hunted
him keenly across a barren and desolate country*
But the fox was game and the hounds had often to pay
for their temerity, for though Massena fled, it was not a
craven's fleeing, and ever and anon he turned at bay, and
his pursuers felt his teeth. At Pombal, Redhina, Casal Nova,
and Foz d'Aronce on March the nth, i2th, i4th and ijth the
opposing armies came to blows, and though the French
continued their retreat, some allied casualties strewed their
wake.
In these actions Lord Wellington's army had given a
splendid account of itself, and its Chief was justly proud of
it. Soldiers under sentence of punishment* were therefore
pardoned, and three sergeants recommended for com-
missions.
As for the Chief himself, he had as usual been earniag t|^
-*'^h